
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

CLEARCREEK TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

Minutes of Regular Meeting
June 10,2024

The Clearcreek Township Trustees met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. with the following members
present: Mr. Gabbard, Mr. Muterspaw, and Mr. Wade.

Mr. Wade opened the meeting and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Wade noted that the Honorable Judge Gary A. Loxley and the Honorable Judge Robert S. Fischer
were present to discuss the Warren County Court's year in review. The Board heard from Judge
Loxley and Judge Fischer on the state of the Court and their programs at reducing recidivism among
veterans and mental health defendants. The Board thanked the Judges for their presentation and
service to the community.

Mr. Wade asked for a motion to suspend the regular meeting to hold a Public Hearing on the 2025 Tax
Budget. Mr. Muterspaw so moved with Mr. Gabbard seconding the motion. Upon roll call the vote

was as follows: Mr. Muterspaw-yea; Mr. Gabbard-yea; and Mr. Wade-yea.

Mr. Carolus, Fiscal Officer, noted that the Tax Budget is required by ORC. Mr. Carolus asked the
Board to refer to the Police budget. Mr. Carolus stated that current appropriations are unsustainable

and require action from the Board. Mr. Carolus asked the Board what parameters would be used to
bring the budget back into balance. Mr. Wade stated that he knew this day was coming and noted the
last levy was passed in 1999 with lots of growth. Mr. Wade acknowledged that the Police department

and Chief Terrill had worked diligently to extend the life of the levy. Mr. Gabbard noted that the
current series of levies has lasted 25 years. Mr. Gabbard also noted that Police had done more with
less and that the department had to have a new building due to the growth in the department and

community. Mr. Gabbard stated he would like to see what levy would be needed to reflect continued

growth in the community. Mr. Muterspaw asked how long the budget would be sustainable. Mr.
Carolus stated that current projections show the Police Fund running out of money at the end of 2026

with insufficient resources to start 2027. Mr. Carolus explained that a levy being passed in 2025 would
take effect in 2026 allowing the Police department to maintain current levels of service. Mr. Clark,
Township Administrator, noted that he and the Fiscal Officer had had extensive discussions on the
budget and noted the timing couldn't have been worse with the projected property tax revaluation that

will result in higher tax bills in 2025. Mr. Clark noted that the Township was getting information on

what types of levies could be used and millage that would be required to right size the levy to meet
the anticipated service levels of the Police Department. Mr. Muterspaw asked that information about
where the levy would place the department in terms of other corresponding police jurisdictions. Mr.
Gabbard noted the lack of other levies within Clearcreek, like parks and roads, that are typically used
by other jurisdictions. Mr. Wade noted that the service rendered by the department is excellent and
that the Township doesn't want to go backwards and rebuild the Police department. Mr. Wade tasked
Mr. Clark, Chief Terrill, and Mr. Carolus to come up with a plan. Mr. Wade stated that he hoped the
Police levy would be less than the 3.75 mill levy that was passed for the Fire Department and that any
levy would last long enough to last at least 5 years. Mr. Pacheco, Law Director, noted the time frames
for a 2024 levy request. Mr. Gabbard and Mr. Wade discussed the timing of the levy request and
stated that further discussion would be needed. Mr. Wade asked if anyone had any further comments
or questions. Hearing none, Mr. Wade asked for a motion to end the Public Hearing and immediately
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